Somalia (AMISOM) or the more recent African-led International Support
Mission to Mali (AFISMA).2 In the meantime, African conflicts and missions have provided the grounds for all recent peacekeeping-related conceptual and normative developments, from the issue of protection of civilians3 to that of robust peacekeeping4 or, in the margin, the concept of the responsibility to protect (RtoP). 5 Against this backdrop, peacekeeping has become overstretched as an activity and as a concept.6 Contemporary peacekeeping is defined simultaneously by a certain number of key principles such as impartiality, consent and non-resort to force and by recent developments that pertain to the evolution of state sovereignty, the concept of intervention or the use of force in international relations. While the key principles remain the bedrock of UN-led peacekeeping operations -as reasserted in the 2000 Brahimi Report7 and the 2008 Principles and Guidelines8 -operations have also become more intrusive, multidimensional and often coercive, thus broadening their scope but also questioning their conceptual coherence.
